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PLANT LIST 

 
Scientific Name   Common Name  Soil Sunlight 
 
GRASSES/GRASSLIKE 
 
Andropogon virginicus  Broomsedge   D Full/Part 
Skippers 
 
Carex stricta    Tussock sedge  W/M Full/Part 
Skippers, Appalachian-eyed Brown, Black Dash 
 
Panicum amarum   Coastal panic grass  D Full 
Skippers 
 
HERBACEOUS 
 
Aquilegia    Columbine   M  Part 
 
Asclepias incarnate   Swamp milkweed  M Full/Part 
Monarch, Zebra Swallowtail 
 
Asclepias syriaca   Common milkweed  D Full 
Spicebush Swallowtail, Viceroy 
 
Asclepias tuberosa   Butterflyweed  M/D Full/Part 
Monarch, Gray Hairstreak 
 
Aster laevis    Smooth blue aster  D Full    
Pearl Crescent 
 
Aster novae-angliae   New England aster  M/D Full/Part 
Pearl Crescent 
 
Aster novi-belgii   New York aster  M Full/Part 
Pearl Crescent    
 
Aster pilosus    White heath aster  D Full/Part 
Pearl Crescent 
 
Baptisia tinctoria   Wild indigo   D Full  
Indigo dusky wing, Eastern tailed blue, Clouded sulphur 
 
 
 



Scientific Name   Common Name  Soil Sunlight 
 
Chelone glabra   White turtlehead  W/M Part 
Baltimore Checkerspot 
 
Coreopsis tinctoria    Tickseed sunflower  D Full/Part 
 
Desmodium paniculatum  Panicled tick-trefoil  D Full/Part 
Gray Hairstreak, Hoary edge, Eastern tailed blue 
 
Eupatorium dubium   Joe-Pye weed  W/M Full/Part 
Tiger Swallowtail, Monarch 
 
Eupatorium hyssopifolium  Thoroughwort  M/D All 
Tiger Swallowtail, Monarch 
 
Eupatorium perfoliatum  Common boneset  W/M Full/Part 
Tiger Swallowtail, Monarch 
 
Eupatorium purpureum  Green-stemmed   M Full/Part 
Tiger Swallowtail, Monarch    Joe-Pye weed 
 
Liatris graminfolia   Grass-leaf blazingstar M/D Full/Part 
 
Lobelia cardinalis   Cardinal flower  W/M Full/Part 
 
Rudbeckia hirta   Black-eyed Susan  M/D Full/Part 
Great Spangled Fritillary 
 
Rudbeckia laciniata   Tall coneflower  M Full/Part 
Great Spangled Fritillary 
 
Senna marilandica   Maryland wild senna D Part 
Little sulphur, Cloudless sulphur, Little yellow 
 
Solidago caesia   Blue-stemmed goldenrod M/D Full/Part 
Viceroy, Monarch 
 
Solidago juncea   Early goldenrod  M/D Full 
Viceroy, Monarch    
 
Solidago nemoralis   Gray goldenrod  D Full/Part 
Viceroy, Monarch 
 
Solidago sempervirens  Seaside goldenrod  M Full/Part 
Viceroy, Monarch 
 
Solidago rugosa   Wrinkleleaf goldenrod W/M Full 
Viceroy, Monarch 
 



 
 
Scientific Name   Common Name  Soil Sunlight 
 
Vernonia noveboracensis  New York Ironweed  M Full 
Baltimore Checkerspot, Common Buckeye, American Lady 
 
Viola pedata    Bird’s foot violet  D Full/Part 
Great Spangled Fritillary, Meadow Fritillary 
 
HERBACEOUS EMERGENT (can grow with roots in water) 
 
Pontederia cordata   Pickerelweed   W Full/Part 
 
Scirpus cyperinus   Woolgrass   W/M Full/Part 
Skippers 
 
SHRUB, low 
 
Vaccinium vacillans   Early lowbush blueberry M Full/Part 
Brown & Henry’s Elfin 
 
Viburnum acerifolium  Maple-leaved arrowwood M/D Full/Part 
Spring Azure 
 
SHRUB, medium 
 
Cephalanthus occidentalis  Buttonbush   W/M Full 
Wingled Skipper  
 
Clethra alnifolia   Sweet pepperbush,  W/M Part 
     Summersweet 
 
Cornus amomum   Silky dogwood  M Full/Part 
Spring & Summer Azure 
 
Hamamelis virginiana  Witch hazel   M/D Full/Part 
Spring Azure 
 
Lindera benzoin   Spicebush   M/D Part 
Spicebush Swallowtail 
 
Myrica cerifera   Southern Bayberry,  M/D Full/Part 
Red-Banded Hairstreak  Wax myrtle 
 
Myrica pennsylvanica  Northern bayberry  W/M/D  Part 
Red-Banded Hairstreak 
 
 
 



Scientific Name   Common Name  Soil Sunlight 
 
Vaccinium corymbosum  Highbush blueberry  M/D Full/Part 
Hairstreak, Spring Azure, Brown Elfin 
 
 
 
Vaccinium stamineum  Deerberry   M Full/Part 
Red-Spotted Purple 
 
Viburnum dentatum   Southern Arrowwood M/D Full/Part 
Giant Swallowtail, Baltimore Checkerspot 
 
Virburnum nudum   Naked withered  M Full/Part 
Giant Swallowtail 
 
Shrubs, tall 
 
Rhus typhina    Staghorn sumac  D Full 
Spring Azure 
 
Viburnum prunifolium  Black haw   W/M Full/Part 
Giant Swallowtail 
 
VINE 
 
Lonicera sempervirens  Coral honeysuckle  D Full 
Spicebush Swallowtail, Spring Azure 
 
TREE, small/medium (understory)  
 
Amelanchier canadensis  Serviceberry, Shadbush W/M  Part/Shade 
Tiger Swallowtail, Striped Hairstreak 
 
Asimina triloba   Paw paw   M Full 
Zebra Swallowtail 
 
Cercis canadensis   Eastern redbud  M/D  Part/Shade 
Henry’s Elfin 
 
Cornus florida   Flowering dogwood  M/D  Part/Shade 
Summer Azure, Spring Azure 
 
Ilex opaca    American holly  M Full/Part 
Henry’s Elfin, Spring Azure 
 
Juniperus virginiana   Eastern red cedar  M/D Full 
Olive Hairstreak 
 
 



Scientific Name   Common Name  Soil Sunlight 
 
Magnolia virginiana   Sweetbay magnolia  W/M All 
Tiger Swallowtail 
 
Sassafras albidum   Sassafras   M Full/Part 
Spicebush Swallowtail 
 
 
TREE, tall (canopy) 
 
Betula nigra    River birch   W/M Full/Part 
Mourningcloak    
 
Celtis occidentalis   Hackberry   W/M Full/Part 
Hackberry Butterfly, Tawny Emperor, Snout Butterfly 
 
Liriodendron tulipfera  Tulip poplar   M Full/Part 
Tiger Swallowtail 
 
Quercus phellos   Willow oak   W/M Full/Part 
Banded Hairstreak 
 
Salix nigra    Black willow   W/M  FullPart 
Viceroy, Mourningcloak 
 
KEY FOR SOIL 
 
D = Dry 
M= Moist 
W= Wet 
 
**Landscape Architect Design for Butterfly Garden by George Corey,  
Wye Tree Landscapes, Inc. 
       

 


